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THE DOCTRINE OF 
HUMANISM

“To the law and to the testimony: 
if they speak not according to this 

word, it is because there is no 
light in them.”  Isaiah 8:20

Versus



• Psa. 14:1 - “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.  They are corrupt, they have 
done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.” 

• Proverbs 3:5-7 - "Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; And lean not unto thine own 
understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct they paths.  Be not 
wise in thine own eyes: Fear the LORD, and depart from evil."   

• Proverbs 14:12 - “There is a way which seemeth right unto man, but the end thereof are 
the ways of death.” 

• Isaiah 55:8,9 - “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

• Jeremiah 17:5-7 - “Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and 
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.”    

• Jeremiah 17:9 - “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can 
know it?” 

• 1st Cor. 1:19 - ”For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to 
nothing the understanding of the prudent”

• Rom. 10:17 - “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  
• Hebrews 11:6 - “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”  

• 1st John 2:15 - “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” 



Defining Humanism

DEFINITION:

1. The doctrine that people’s duty is to promote   

human welfare
2. The doctrine emphasizing a person’s capacity 

for self-realization through reason; rejects 
religion and the supernatural.  (this is more 
specifically understood as “SECULAR 
HUMANISM”) 

3. The cultural movement of the Renaissance;   
based on classical studies



“Men were not ushered into being for the purpose of being saved or lost.  
God-manifestation, not human salvation, was the grand purpose of the 
Eternal Spirit.  The salvation of a multitude is incidental to the manifestation, 
but it was not the end proposed.  The Eternal Spirit intended to enthrone 
Himself on the earth, and in so doing, to develop a Divine Family from among 
men, every one of whom shall be spirit because born of the Spirit; and that 
this family shall be large enough to fill the earth, when perfected, to the entire 
exclusion of flesh and blood. In elaborating this purpose, upon the principles 
revealed in the Bible, a far greater production of human kind occurs than is 
necessary. Hence vast multitudes are swept off by disease, war, and so forth, 
and the multitude left are of but little more use than to keep the world a going 
until the Divine Family shall become complete. God will take out from the 
human race as many for His Name as His purpose requires.  If He chose 
to make apostolic demonstrations every two hundred years, He could 
doubtless obtain a hundred fold more for the kingdom than upon the present 
system; but He does not so operate.  It is fair, then, to conclude that His 
purpose does not demand so many, and that, therefore, He only employs 
means adequate to what He desires.”   John Thomas



“Humanism is a philosophy of joyous service for the 
greater good of all humanity”  Linus Pauling



•A brief history and its manifestation in the spirit of “democracy”   
•Education - the primary promotional tool of humanist through 
“science” and “psychology” and its impact on morality.

•Modern day religion and its role as a vehicle for humanism
•It’s impact on the Ecclesia
•And humanism in our personal lives

Areas we will try to cover:



"we hold these truths (?)to be 
self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness.” 



Galations 5:1 - “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage” - In 
reference to the yoke of the Law of Moses and the attempts of the Judaizer 
influences to impose select ordinances of the Law upon the Faithful. 

James 1:25 - “But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and 
continuity therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the 
work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.”   In reference to our 
Constitutional status of being “In Christ” and under the Law of the Spirit of 
Life in Christ Jesus.  

Romans 8:21 - “Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God.”  In reference to the “redemption of the body” (vs. 23) that will be 
granted to the Faithful at Christ’s return.   
 

TRUE LIBERTY



A Brief History of the rise of Humanism

• The Greek Philosophers (around 300 B.C.) 
• The influence of the Gnostics upon the early Ecclesia - 1st century 

through 3rd century A.D. 
• A period of dormancy for centuries with the rise of the Holy Roman 

Empire. 
• The fall of Constantinople in 1453  
• The Renaissance and the Protestant Reformation 
• Fuel for the Frog-Like Spirit of Democratic Revolution and “Liberty, 

Equality & Fraternity” that continues to this day.  



Clovis 
466-511 AD



Revelation 16:12, - "And the sixth angel poured out his vial 
upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was 
dried up (the shrinking of the Ottoman Empire dominance over 
the Middle East, including the Land of Israel), that the way of 
the kings of the east might be prepared  (The kings of the 
sun's rising - or in other words the appearance of Christ and the 
Saints upon the political scene).  And I saw three unclean 
spirits like frogs (the humanist/democratic spirit of LIBERTY, 
EQUALITY and FRATERNITY rising out of the French 
Revolution) come out of the mouth of the dragon (Russia), 
and out of the mouth of the beast (Europe), and out of the 
mouth of the false prophet (The Papacy).  For they are the 
spirits (teachings or influence) of devils (which is a spirit of 
madness that will overtake the nations)  , working miracles (or 
signs - the signs of the times), which go forth unto the kings 
of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the 
battle of that great day of God Almighty." 



• “(Our) great object was to get rid of Christianity, 
and to convert our churches into halls of science. 
The plan was not to make open attacks 
on  religion...but to establish a system of state 
schools, from which all  religion was to be 
excluded...and to which all parents were to 
be compelled by law to send their children. For this 
purpose, a secret society  was formed and the 
w h o l e c o u n t r y w a s t o b e o r g a n i z e d . ” 
Orestes  Brownson (1803-1876)   Originally an 
intellectual/humanist later turned staunch Catholic.

Humanism and Education



•“What the church has been for medieval 
man, the public school must  become for 
democratic and rational man. God would 
be replaced by the  concept of the public 
good.”  Horace Mann (1796-1858)

Humanism and Education



•“There is no God and there is no soul. Hence, there 
is no need for the props of traditional religion. With 
dogma and creed excluded, then immutable truth is 
also dead and buried. There is no room for 
fixed, natural law or moral absolutes.” John Dewey 
(1859-1952), the “Father of Progressive Education;” 
co-author of the first Humanist  Manifesto and 
honorary NEA president. 

Humanism and Education



•“Every child in America entering school at the age of 
five is mentally ill, because he comes to school with 
certain allegiances toward our founding  fathers, 
toward our elected officials, toward his parents, 
toward a belief in a supernatural Being, toward the 
sovereignty of this nation as a separate entity. It is up 
to you teachers to make all these sick children well 
by  creating the international children of the future.” 
Chester M. Pierce, Harvard Professor of Education 
and Psychiatry, 1984

Humanism and Education



Ten primary doctrines of the "open classroom"
 
 1.Subjectiveness:  It is best to make statements about yourself and how you feel, rather  

than statements about other people.  This is because we cannot  be sure about the 
accuracy of our perceptions….

 2.Relativism: There is no absolute Truth, or at least nobody know what is true 
 3.Narcism: Focus on the importance of one's self/ or if someone does not like the  

humanistic approach it means that there is either something wrong with the person 
that they have some kind of internal hangup or they just don't understand. 

 4.Anti-intellectualism:  against critical thinking, logic is considered the enemy and  
considered as something that men stand behind to disguise real feelings.  (Such 
relies on emotionalism)

 5.Flexibility: it is considered important to remain open to change 
 6.Individualization:  if all students are doing the same thing at the same time it is viewed  

that their individual needs are not being met (creating chaos in the classroom)
 7.Anti-Pre-Planne-Ground-Covering:  detailed lesson planning by the teacher violates  

the student's right to pursue his own interests, and leads him to become submissive 
to authority.

 8.Meet the Needs of the Child: The teacher should place primary emphasis upon  
identifying and satisfying the student's expressed wishes and felt needs.

 9.Students Responsible for their Own Learning: the student should choose what, how,  
and when he wants to study

 10. Democracy: the school, or at least the individual class, should operate  
democratically.

 
Adapted from - Kenneth R. Conklin, "What's Wrong With Humanistic Education?"  
FOCUS ON LEARNING, X, 2 (Fall, 1984), pp.  58-68





“…I will turn to the 
people a pure

language, that they
may all call upon the
the name of Yahweh,
to serve him with one
consent.” Zeph. 3:9

“the Gentiles shall
come unto thee

from the ends of the
earth, and shall say,
‘Surely our fathers
have inherited lies,
vanity, and things

wherein there is no
profit.’”  Jer. 16:19



•From a news report clipping: "Blending a call for increased aid to developing 
nations, support for global governance with “real teeth,” alarm at the 
“unregulated exploitation” of the environment, and staunch opposition to 
population control programs, Pope Benedict XVI today sketched what he called 
a “Christian humanism” for the globalized age."      July, 2009

Quotes from the current pope (Francis);
• "If one has the answers to all the questions - that is the proof that God is not 
with him. It means that he is a false prophet using religion for himself. The great 
leaders of the people of God, like Moses, have always left room for doubt. 
You must leave room for the Lord, not for our certainties; we must be humble." - 
Pope Francis  

• "Truth, according to the Christian faith, is God's love for us in Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, truth is a relationship."

• "Each of us has a vision of good and of evil. We have to encourage people to 
move towards what they think is good... Everyone has his own idea of good and 
evil and must choose to follow the good and fight evil as he conceives them. 
That would be enough to make the world a better place." 

• "If someone is gay and he searches for the Lord and has good will, who am I to 
judge? We shouldn't marginalize people for this. They must be integrated into 
society."  



• A Jesuit priest, Gomez Caffarena, stated - "among the many types of 
humanism that I have met in human history, I have found that of 
Jesus of Nazareth particularly attractive, although remote in time and 
open to completion by many more recent cultural elements.   It is a 
humanism of universal, unselfish, brotherly love.”

• At the end of the meetings a noted humanist stated, "after several 
hours of discussion on the first day, we looked at one another with 
some amusement and observed, The Catholics sound like humanists 
and the humanists sound like Catholics!"

Brussels - October, 1970



Methodist “Revised Report on Human Sexuality”, 
1980

“The words we have in our Bible cannot be 
directly equated with the words of God”, and 
the report eventually concluded that “The 
quality of homosexual attraction is thus to 
be assessed by the same basic criteria 
which are appl ied to heterosexual 
relationships.” 





Humanism & 
Christadelphians



"Such an admission is doubtless a concession 
to the evil principle of democracy: but there is 
no other practicable alternative that may work 
out beneficia l i f subordinated to the 
commandments of Christ, which are all-
prevailing with his true disciples” (Robert Roberts, 
Ecclesial Guide, p. 10)

"remember, democracy never lasts long.  It 
soon wastes, exhausts, and murders itself.  
There is never a democracy that did not 
commit suicide."  And added to this, "Our 
Constitution was made only for a moral and 
religious people.  It is wholly inadequate to 
the government of any other."  (John Adams)

Democracy in the Ecclesia?



"Our present system was disapproved of by Dr. 
Thomas, who thought we ought to aim at a nearer 
conformity to the apostolic system of perpetual elders 
with authority.  He was afraid the constant appeal for 
the ecclesia's sanction by vote, would open the door for 
turbulent spirits, and put in their power to interfere with 
ecclesial peace.  I erred from too great confidence in 
human nature, on the side of too great conformity to the 
republican spirit of the age.  Experience has proved Dr. 
Thomas right in the matter, and my own views at the 
beginning crude and unsuitable."  The Christadelphian, 1897, p. 508



• Liberty - “we have the right to express ourselves.” Contrast with 
2nd Peter 2:15-18.  

• The beliefs and ways of our early brethren are “outdated” and not 
applicable to our times.  Heb. 13:8,9 - “Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 

• The rise of professional, centralized “outreach” and charitable 
organizations within the Brotherhood.   

• Affinity with charitable organizations/efforts of the world.    


Humanism & Christadelphians



•“Several years ago when I was in South Africa, we travelled early 
one morning to a very poor settlement where the men gathered 
each morning by the side of the road to offer themselves as day 
laborers. We set up a barbeque to cook sausages for these very 
poor and hungry men. As we were in the midst of our cooking, a 
priest came out from a local church and informed us that we were 
trespassing on his church’s property. We explained what we were 
doing and apologized having no idea that we were on his 
property. He told us to hold on and came back after about ten 
minutes with a big pot of tea. We finished the morning working 
side by side feeding these hungry men. I wonder what would have 
happened if the shoe were on the other foot. If we came one 
morning to our ecclesial hall and found a priest on the front lawn 
cooking for the poor, how would we respond? Would we go get a 
pot of coffee and work side by side or run them off? We don’t see 
other Christians as partners but as competitors. Too often we use 
condescending terms in reference to other Christians if not openly 
hostile terms”.  WCF, “Thought for the Week”, “Reformation Part 2”, 
March, 2012



• Liberty - “we have the right to express ourselves.” Contrast with 
2nd Peter 2:15-18.  

• The beliefs and ways of our early brethren are “outdated” and not 
applicable to our times.  Heb. 13:8,9 - “Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 

• The rise of professional, centralized “outreach” and charitable 
organizations within the Brotherhood.   

• Affinity with charitable organizations/efforts of the world.  
• “Mended Christadelphians” 
• “One Voice” 
• Evolutionary Theory/Theology 


Humanism & Christadelphians



THE DOCTRINE OF 
HUMANISM

“To the law and to the testimony: 
if they speak not according to this 

word, it is because there is no 
light in them.”  Isaiah 8:20

Versus



"Great and marvelous are THY WORKS, Lord God 
Almighty; just and true are THY WAYS, thou king of saints. 
Who shall not fear thee, Ο Lord, and glorify thy name? for 
thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship 

before thee; for thy judgements are made manifest.” 
Revelation 15:3


